
 Our homes are inviting for 
 many types of pests, but with 

 a little home maintenance, you can keep unwanted 
 guests out. Take time to examine these key areas on 
 your home’s exterior to identify and seal potential 
 entryways into your home:
 1.  W all pen etration s - Seal up gaps or cracks arou n d anythin g that passes through your 
 w alls such as gas, plum bin g, phon e an d cable lin es, an d exhaust vents. Perform  the 
 “pen cil test” on  any cracks –  if you can  slide the pen cil into a crack, its large en ough for 
 a you n g m ouse to squeeze through.
 2.  Door an d W in dow s –  Replace torn  screen s an d w orn -out w eatherstrippin g. Also be 
 sure the rubber gasket u n der your garage door seals tightly to the floor.
 3.  Soffits an d Roof –  Repair any holes an d gaps in  soffits an d fascia as these can  be 
 favorite entry w ays for squirrels, bats an d w asps.
 4.  Gutters – Be sure your gutters an d dow n spouts are clean  sin ce debris-filled gutters 
 are a favorite n est spot for bugs. Check that your dow n spouts are turn ed aw ay from  the 
 house an d that the gutters aren ’t leakin g to keep w ater aw ay from  your hom e’s 
 fou n dation . Keepin g the soil an d fou n dation  dry arou n d your house w ill m ake it less 
 attractive to in spects an d spiders.

 Th is Fa ll, Leave Yo u r H o m e Repa irs to  H a n d ym a n  Co n n ectio n ! 
 Co n ta ct u s to d a y to  sch ed u le yo u r free eva lu a tio n !

 Tiffany and Bryan Peters A

 540-450-0671•  1-800-88-HANDY
 winchester.handymanconnection.com

 Independently Owned & Locally Operated Licensed/BONDED /Insured

 How can home 
 maintenance prevent 
 mice and other critters 
 from taking up residence 
 in my home?
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